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'as   a   matter of fact,   the present  Ministry is   utterly
worthless,*"

In the same connection the Chancellor declared (3rd
March, iSSi) in the Reichstag: "I believe that it is not
consistent with the dignity of judges that they should
directly take part in electioneering, agitations. I am
extremely doubtful that, taking into consideration the
vivacity of our party-manoeuvres, it is possible for a judge
to display perfect impartiality towards his political oppo-
nents ; and I should regard it as a blessing for the Prussian
Bench and for the reputation of our judges, if they were
legally excluded from participation in party-action. The
judge should be characterised by a higher degree of
impartiality than the administrative government official
called upon to serve one or another Cabinet. An official
of this latter class cannot be absolutely devoid of party-
feeling, and it always strikes me as a painful and undignified
spectacle, when I perceive some person, holding an exalted
post under Government, who is in diametrical opposition to
that Government's policy and yet continues to retain office.
A position in the Administration exacts from its occupant a
certain measure of partisanship for the Government; but;.
the position of a judge prescribes absolute, intact and
spotless impartiality. I require from the judge that, as a
matter of honour, he should belong to no party; whereas
the honour of a Government official does-not suffer if,
under certain circumstances, he manifests party-spirit a
little more conspicuously than is consistent with good taste.
Through not taking a prominent part in elections the judge
is saved from making statements to the Electoral Com-
mittee which, proved against him by witnesses, may render
him liable to attack; though he may be called upon, as an
administrator of oaths, to accompany the candidate to the